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A practitioner and scholar of Indian dance for over twenty years, Arshiya Sethi has long been concerned with the dynamics surrounding traditional dance and dancers working during times of social transformation. 

 Issues of preservation, presentation, and the progression of art forms have been the subjects of her research and very active public career.

Sethi has been a recipient of the Junior National Fellowship in 1991 and worked then on the “Abhinaya roots of Kathak” studying the linkages between the dwindling numbers of traditional Kathavachaks and the even fewer professional singing women who do abhinaya as they sing. Tawaifs from Lucknow and Lavani dancers from Pune, were the two groups studied by her in this context. A video and audio documentation makes this work significant, timely and now very valuable.

She is one of the foremost contemporary scholars of Sattriya, a dance form that has flourished for five centuries in the Vaishnav monasteries of Assam, in eastern India.

She has frequently lectured on several aspects of this dance style, in Guwahatti, Delhi and in New York, where it was the first such lec`ture  at a premier public venue like the New York Public Library of Performing Arts.

 Her recent paper on “Canonization and Nationalisation- A Case Study of Sattriya” presented at the Congress on Research in Dance, held this year in August at Taiwan was hailed by the international press and scholars

Before proceeding for the work on “Abhinaya roots of Kathak”  Sethi has been the dance critic for the Times of India for several years, and for more than two decades, has hosted and narrated a program on national television showing archival value recordings of the greatest Indian dance and musical performers

Arshiya Sethi served as the Creative Head of Programmes, at New Delhi’s prestigious India Habitat Center, one of India's most innovative showcases for the performing arts, setting systems and policies for the programming department of Habitat Center.

 Sethi has recently concluded her Fulbright attachment with New York's Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts and is now Managing Trustee of the Kri foundation that supports the arts of India  .
